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Why is there are problem?

“During the course of the pre“During the course of the pre--WTO Uruguay Round it was WTO Uruguay Round it was impossible impossible for services            for services            

negotiators to judge the value of the liberalisation offersnegotiators to judge the value of the liberalisation offers made by their trading partners  made by their trading partners 

either individually or collectively.either individually or collectively.””
    United Nations Expert Meeting on International Standards in Statistics on Trade in Services, November 2000;;

    Statement of Opinion by Mr. Alister Abercrombie, British Invisibles, U.K.
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International Services Trade Information Agency  email: contact@servicestrade.org  

SERVICES TRADE INFORMATIONSERVICES TRADE INFORMATION
WTO Secretariat Studies Report that:

“ I n the GATS context, ….we encounter a  “ I n the GATS context, ….we encounter a  

crucial problem: the framework of negotiated crucial problem: the framework of negotiated 

commitments commitments ddoes not match the existing does not match the existing 

structure of trade statisticsstructure of trade statistics...”  ...”  
WTO ( 1995 ) , S/C/W/5, paragraph 24. 

…the problems relating to the availability and …the problems relating to the availability and 

comparability of statistics were the comparability of statistics were the most serious and required urgent attention …most serious and required urgent attention …
WTO ( 1995 )  S/C/M/2, paragraph 29. 

ISTIA provides ISTIA provides 

SOLUTIONSSOLUTIONS

for Developing Countriesfor Developing Countries

International Services Trade Information Agency  email: contact@servicestrade.org  
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